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 “Roméo et Juliette” Opens at the Bankhead Theater Sept. 24
Livermore Valley Opera Offers Musical Presentation of Shakespeare’s 
Tragic Love Story
LIVERMORE, CALIF. -- The timeless love story by which all others are measured will be brought to life through the beautiful sets and romantic music of Gounod’s opera Roméo et Juliette, opening at the Bankhead Theater September 24, 2011.  Though the story is well-known, its presentation as opera will offer audiences of all ages - whether opera aficionados or not – a unique musical experience of William Shakespeare’s tragic love story.  Performance details are as follows:

Roméo et Juliette

· September 24, 2011; 8pm
· September 25, 2011; 2pm; Ice Cream & Opera – Children’s Opera Learning Adventure
· October 1, 2011; 8pm
· October 2, 2011; 2pm; Ice Cream & Opera – Children’s Opera Learning Adventure
· Opening Night Gala celebration dinner at Uncle Yu’s at the Vineyard, 5pm.

· Art Display, opening night, featuring the winning entries from the Roméo et Juliette Student Art Contest.
Shakespeare’s story of two young innocents who fall profoundly in love, despite the long, bitter feud between their proud families, resulting in a timeless tragedy is known by many.  And though an opera provides a musical representation of the story, audiences still have a predisposed expectation of what they will see on stage.  Bill Murray, director of LVO’s Roméo et Juliette knows however, that Gounod’s interpretation will provide a version of the story like none other.
“Never are there more ex​pectations than with a story like Roméo and Juliette,” explains Murray. “Because Shakespeare’s tragic love story is known by virtually all, it represents a daunting task for a director and the cast: how do we convincingly tell a story in which every audience member already has pre​conceived notions? Even the little details represent an epic challenge. For instance, what do our lovers look like in your imagina​tion? How long is Juliette’s hair? What is she wearing? The number of differing answers to these questions is as numerous as there are audience members.”  
Murray feels that by trying to live up to each audience member’s ideals, the production runs the risk of falling short of everyone’s expectations.  “Mark my words: the audience will do itself a disservice if they cannot free themselves of preconceived expectations. Instead, I invite them to sit back, listen to this work, let the music wash over them and experi​ence the powerful emotions in Roméo et Juliette as Gounod intended.”
The music of Gounod’s Roméo et Juliette will be under the baton of Conductor and Artistic Director Alexander Katsman who explains how the music portrays Shakespeare’s love story. 

“Gounod’s Roméo et Juliette is the operatic retelling of the famous story which stays faithfully close to the original,” says Katsman. “Famous for his lyrical melodic line, Gounod gives the heroes several love duets of incredible beauty. The music has many different shades, from joyous smiles to tremendous desperation, from radiant love to dark hate. But above all shines the love for life and belief in goodness and love. That is why this tragedy has such a long life in arts.”

To complete the full experience, multiple scenes designed by Jean Francois Revon, which include period costumes and props, are constructed and procured by the multitude of LVO volunteers who work behind the scenes.

“This is a very ambitious undertaking for us,” explains LVO Board Vice President Teri Tith.  “There are five acts with very different scenes requiring a lot of work and careful coordination amongst designers and our dedicated volunteers.”
Bill Rabe, who leads a set construction crew of fellow volunteers, agrees.  “The sets are quite elaborate with some very large components.  Our set designer wants to create a “wow factor” for the audience and that’s exactly what they’ll get.”
Adding to the “wow factor” is a cast of talented young opera singers, and according to LVO’s Executive Director, Elizabeth Wells, attracting singers to audition was no struggle with more men than usual working for a shot at a principal role.  Wells explains why.
“This is a French opera, of which there are not many in the current repertoire.  It is rarely performed in America. Most often, productions are those of Italian or German composers, and so for an opera singer to have a chance to sing in French is a rare treat. We even had a group of men come all the way from Los Angeles for a chance to sing Roméo et Juliette.”
The title roles will be sung by soprano Christie Hageman as Juliette and tenor Christian Reinert as Roméo, each who have performed these roles during their careers.  This will be their debut performance with LVO.
Opera Week Special Events
Opening Night Gala at Uncle’s Yu’s at the Vineyards
Gala ticket includes dinner at Uncle Yu's at the Vineyard, followed by a dessert reception in the Bankhead Theater.  The welcome reception begins at 5 pm and seating at 5:30 pm at Uncle Yu's, conveniently located one-half block from the theater.  Guests will have a chance to meet the Stage Director Bill Murray and Alexander Katsman, LVO’s Artistic Director and Music Director and Conductor.  Gala Tickets are $75, and are available through Bankhead Theater box office.

Art Display: Winners of the Roméo et Juliette Student Art Contest.
The winning entries of the Roméo et Juliette Student Art Contest will be on display in the lobby of the Bankhead Theater opening night.   Five winning posters, created by middle and high school students, some from as far as San Joaquin Valley, will be available for viewing.  The first place winner, Lauren Covey, a student at Livermore High School and who studies art with Peggy Frank, designed the poster (attached) which is also featured in all of the opera’s marketing materials.
Ice Cream & Opera – Children’s Opera Learning Adventure
Sunday matinees of Livermore Valley Opera productions offer a fun, interactive way to introduce young people to opera –and even include ice cream for all at intermission.   After the show, children will have an opportunity to go behind the scenes and experience a performer’s point of view.  They meet the Conductor and cast members.  To learn more, visit LVO’s website at http://www.livermorevalleyopera.org/seasons/2010/ice_cream/index.php. 
Pre-opera talk 

Included in the ticket price are pre-opera talks held one hour prior to curtain.  LVO’s traditional artist’s reception is held in the lobby immediately following each performance. Roméo et Juliette pre-opera talk will feature noted opera scholar John Prescott.
Performance & Box Office Location:

Bankhead Theater

2400 First Street, Livermore, CA 94550

Bankhead Ticket Office: 925-373-6800  

www.livermoreperformingarts.org
Ticket Pricing
Adults $39-$74.  Students 18 years and younger $10 off on all days, all seating sections. Student ID required.
Artistic Talents

Soprano Christie Hageman as Juliette.  Ms. Hageman began the 2011-2012 season with Opera Fort Collins singing Micaëla in Carmen. Last season Christie made her professional mainstage debut as Clorinda in the Ponelle production of La Ce​nerentola with Opera Colorado. She was also a Young Artist with Opera Colorado singing the title female roles in their outreach productions of Roméo and Juliette and Hansel and Gretel. Origi​nally from Billings, Montana, Christie graduated with her MM degree from CU Boulder and with a BM in Vocal Performance from SJSU studying with Erie Mills. While taking a year off, Christie fulfilled her duties as Miss Montana 2006 traveling her home state and speaking to students with the platform “Music Makes the Difference.”
Tenor Christian Reinert as Roméo. Mr. Reinert is quickly becoming known as an exciting tenor on the rise in the operatic world, his voice described by the New York Times as having “an appealing smoothness and assurance.” The upcom​ing 2011-2012 season brings Roméo in Roméo et Juliette with Livermore Valley Opera, Alfredo in La Traviata with Dicapo Opera and an appearance in concert with the Alabama Symphony. In the 2010-2011, he made his Carnegie Hall debut with the American Symphony Orches​tra in the US Premiere of Mátyás Seiber’s Ulysses. He sang Rodolfo in Dicapo Opera’s La Bohème, Pinkerton in Madama Butterfly with Opera Roanoke, and with Townsend Opera Players for Gounod’s Roméo et Juliette.

Conductor Alexander Katsman.  Mr. Katsman is the Artistic and Music Director for Livermore Valley Opera. An alumnus of the San Francisco Opera’s Merola Program, Mr. Katsman received his M.M. from St. Petersburg Rimsky-Korsakov State Conservatory and his B.M. cum laude from Mussorgsky College of Music in St.Petersburg, Russia. Since his arrival in the United States, Alexander has been sought after as a conductor and collaborative pianist. He conducted for Opera San Jose, West Bay Opera, Martinez Opera, Bayshore Lyric Opera, Berkeley West Edge Opera, Oakland Lyric Opera, Solo Opera, San Francisco Lyric Opera, Diablo Light Opera, Opera Academy of California, Peninsula Teen Opera and also at Cal State University East Bay and Diablo Valley College. His conducting credits include over 60 opera, operetta, and musical theater productions, among them are “Don Giovanni,” “La Traviata,” “Un Ballo in maschera,” “Madama Butterfly,” “La Boheme,” “Der Rosenkavalier,” and “Faust.”
Director Bill Murray. Mr. Murray’s career covers a wide range of experiences across North America and Europe. As a singer, he has performed lead roles in The Marriage of Figaro, Gianni Schicchi, The Merry Wives of Windsor, and Carmen, and has worked with The Minnesota Opera, Nautilus Music Theater, and The Tanglewood Music Festival among others. Mr. Murray now spends most of his time as an independent stage director and also as an administrator for The Minnesota Opera where he spent numerous years as a singer and two years as a Resident Artist before joining the company as a professional. He is currently the Artistic Associate and Project Manager for the Minnesota Opera’s New Works Initiative, a six year, seven million dollar program aimed at producing three new opera commissions, three revivals of contemporary American works, and one international co-production.
About LVO
Livermore Valley Opera was founded in 1992, and presents fully-staged operas at Livermore’s Bankhead Theater in the spring and fall. This new theater features excellent lines of sight and acoustics, helping the opera to attract talented singers and stage directors for their performances. 
In 2011, LVO was granted full status as a Professional Company Member of Opera America, the national organization dedicated to this unique art form. We combine the talents of professional musicians, stage directors, principal singers, and designers with the dedication and practical abilities of volunteers filling such critical roles as board members, chorus, stage crew, and set builders to reach our artistic goals.
Livermore Valley Opera is a regional opera company and a 501(c) 3 non-profit charitable arts organization. For more information, visit www.livermorevalleyopera.org.
###

